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PROSPECTUS. 


A  desire  of  knowing  the  history  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  persons  who  have  risen  to  emi¬ 
nence  and  distinction  in  society,  is  implant¬ 
ed  by  nature  in  the  human  mind;  and  it  is 
a  propensity  bestowed  on  mankind  for  pur¬ 
poses  which  conduce  to  their  well-being. 
The  honour  and  renown  consequent  on  true 
greatness  of  character,  do  not  fail,  sooner 
or  later,  to  become  associated  with  it:  They 
excite  in  elevated  and  generous  minds  a 
laudable  curiosity,  not  only  to  be  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  those  actions  or  achieve¬ 
ments  by  which  men  have  acquired  fame, 
but  also  to  investigate  the  principles  and 
motives  of  the  actors — the  circumstances 
under  which  they  acted — and  the  genius, 
temper,  and  deportment,  which  marked 
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their  conduct,  public  and  private,  on  the 
stage  of  life. 

In  contemplating  the  lives  of  such  per¬ 
sons  as  hav4e  conferred  important  benefits  up¬ 
on  the  world  at  large, — or,  more  particular¬ 
ly,  upon  the  community  of  which  they  were 
members, — men  of  congenial  endowments 
are  stimulated  to  follow  their  example:  a 
disposition  to  emulate  their  virtues,  wis¬ 
dom,  and  meritorious  conduct  in  society, 
is  thus  naturally  excited  in  persons  of  in¬ 
genuous  minds.  Many,  indeed,  of  those 
most  susceptible  of  this  incitement,  will, 
with  adequate  talents,  be  prevented  by  ad¬ 
verse  circumstances,  beyond  the  power  of 
their  control,  from  rendering  themselves 
as  eminently  useful;  and,  consequently,  these 
will  be  thereby  incapacitated  from  becom¬ 
ing  equally  celebrated.  Yet  some,  more  for¬ 
tunate,  may  be  enabled  by  similar  induce¬ 
ments  to  rival,  and  others  even  to  transcend, 
the  merits  of  those  characters,  whom  a  si¬ 
milarity  of  disposition  shall  exhibit  as  the 
most  proper  models  for  their  imitation.  At 
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the  same  time,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  there 
are  few  who  will  not  derive  some  benefit 
and  instruction  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
worth,  the  talents,  and  the  celebrity  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  men. 

Hence  it  is,  that  Biography  is  so  univer¬ 
sally  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  use¬ 
ful,  as  well  as  pleasing  branches  of  human 
knowledge.  To  the  statesman  and  the  scho¬ 
lar,  a  general  acquaintance  with  this  de¬ 
partment  of  history  is  almost  an  indispen¬ 
sable  requisite;  and,  independently  of  its 
usefulness,  more  especially,  to  sucli  per¬ 
sons,  this  species  of  knowledge  is  generally 
deemed  to  be  one  of  the  characteristic  ac¬ 
quirements  of  men  of  taste  and  polite  learn¬ 
ing. 

Biography  constitutes  a  very  interesting 
branch  of  general  history.  The  latter  re¬ 
cords  truths,  respecting  the  transactions 
and  affairs  of  nations,  which  afford  much 
valuable  information  to  mankind:  But  Bio¬ 
graphy  exhibits  more  in  detail  the  conduct 
and  character  of  individuals;  which,  in  nu- 
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merous  instances,  are  blended  with  the 
public  concerns  of  the  state, — and,  in  all 
cases,  have  more  or  less  influence  on  the 
national  character  of  a  people  and  the  mea¬ 
sures  of  their  government. — While  it  points 
out  the  failings,  as  well  as  the  meritorious 
qualities,  of  eminent  men,  it  furnishes  ad¬ 
mirable  lessons  for  our  improvement  and 
examples  for  our  imitation. 

The  secret  springs  of  motion  and  im¬ 
pulses  to  action,  which  operate  upon  the 
policy  of  empires  and  states,  in  regard  both 
to  their  internal  and  external  concerns,  of¬ 
tentimes  consist  in  the  temper,  objects,  and 
conduct  of  men  possessed  of  superior  ta¬ 
lents;  some  in  private  stations;  others  in¬ 
vested  with  power  and  authority,  in  the 
government  of  their  country:  History  sup¬ 
plies  numerous  proofs  of  the  truth  of  this 
observation.  It  presents  to  our  mental  view 
characteristic  portraits  of  men,  who,  by  em¬ 
ploying  extraordinary  talents  in  the  cause 
of  truth,  of  virtue,  and  of  the  common  weal, 
have  not  only  rendered  their  own  names 
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illustrious;  but  have  greatly  contributed  to 
the  benefit  of  mankind,  as  well  as  to  the 
prosperity  of  their  own  nation  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  its  character. — The  world  is  much 
indebted  to  persons  of  erudition,  in  these 
respects:  and,  towards  obtaining  the  great 
ends  they  have  generally  had  in  view,  the 
pen  has  been  eminently  instrumental.  By 
advocating  the  interests  of  religion,  science, 
and  the  general  welfare,  this  apparently 
feeble  instrument  becomes  (through  the 
medium  of  the  press)  an  important  engine; 
operating  as  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the 
authority  of  the  magistrate,  the  abilities  of 
the  statesman,  and  the  no  less  beneficial 
labours  of  the  philosopher.  It  seconds  the 
exertions  of  the  active  patriot,  by  exciting 
a  laudable  public  spirit;  and,  by  enforcing 
the  precepts  of  moral  rectitude,  and  enlarg¬ 
ing  the  sphere  of  human  knowledge,  it  me¬ 
liorates  the  condition  of  mankind, — thus 
promoting  universal  good. 

There  have  been  times  and  occasions, 
when  the  splendid  abilities  of  a  few  indivi- 
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duals  have  not  only  aggrandized  their  na¬ 
tion,  and  assisted  in  establishing  on  the 
basis  of  a  sound  policy  the  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  happiness  of  the  people;  but  we  are  not 
without  instances,  wherein  the  exalted  ta¬ 
lents  of  a  single  man,  actuated  by  true  pa¬ 
triotism,  has  averted  from  his  country  dan¬ 
gers  which  threatened  its  immediate  de¬ 
struction;  while  the  mighty  arm  of  another, 
nerved  by  the  all-powerful  energy  of  great 
and  numerous  virtues,  has  supported  “  the 
tottering  fabric  of  the  State.”  A  Colbert 
systematized  the  disordered  finances  of  the 
French,  restored  their  almost  ruined  nation¬ 
al  credit,  promoted  commerce,  and  founded 
a  marine:  this  great  statesman  also  patro¬ 
nised  science  and  the  arts,  by  the  liberal  en¬ 
couragement  he  bestowed  on  men  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  genius.  A  Chatham  raised  the  glory 
of  the  British  name  to  the  highest  point  of 
elevation;  at  the  same  time  that  the  wisdom 
and  energy  of  his  administration  served  to 
consolidate  the  primary  interests  of  his 
country:  And  the  sublime  genius  of  a  Burke, 
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aided  by  a  virtuous  fortitude,  was  singularly 
instrumental  in  rescuing  the  same  nation 
from  the  miseries  of  an  imminent  revolu¬ 
tion,  which  would  in  all  probability  have 
proven  sanguinary  in  its  progress  and  most 
disastrous  in  its  consequences.  In  our  own 
country,  the  gigantic  virtues  of  a  Washing¬ 
ton  established  the  independence  of  a  grow¬ 
ing  empire.— Such  instances,  however,  of 
the  devotion  of  transcendent  talents,  united 
with  shining  and  exemplary  virtues,  to  the 
most  important  interests  of  human  society, 
are  comparatively  rare. 

There  are,  nevertheless,  every  where  to 
be  found  the  names  of  many,  who,  by  hav¬ 
ing  usefully  employed  the  superior  facul¬ 
ties  with  which  nature  had  endowed  them, 
have  conferred  benefits  on  mankind: — of 
those,  who,  in  the  capacity  of  statesmen, 
magistrates,  or  soldiers, — of  divines,  moral¬ 
ists,  philosophers,  or  men  of  letters, — of 
lawyers,  physicians,  artists  or  mechanicians, 
— or  who,  by  important  nautical  and  ter- 
^  ritorial  explorations,  agricultural  improve- 
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ments,  or  mercantile  adventures, — acquired 
celebrity  and  distinction.  Our  own  country 
affords  many  instances  of  such  men.  Their 
lives  furnish  examples  highly  worthy  of 
imitation,  while  they  supply  us  with  much 
useful  instruction  and  pleasing  information. 
Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  any  description  of 
intelligent  persons  in  the  community,  that 
will  not  be  both  interested  and  entertained, 
in  perusing  the  lives  of  illustrious,  eminent 
and  worthy  men. 

It  is  with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  the 
desirable  ends  herein  specified,  that  the 
work  now  proposed  was  undertaken.  Even 
gratitude  demands,  that  honourable  records 
should  be  preserved  of  those  who  have  ap¬ 
proved  themselves  useful  to  the  world  and 
benefactors  to  their  country:  but,  besides, 
the  best  interests  of  society  are  promoted, 
by  the  promulgation  of  such  documents. — 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  author,  not  only  to 
concentrate  in  one  point  of  view  the  lives 
of  men,  distinguished  in  the  New  World, 
of  whom  some  notices  are  already  publish- 
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ed;  but  also  to  rescue  from  oblivion  tlie 
merits  of  many  characters  of  worth,  related 
in  various  ways  to  this  country, — of  whom 
no  public  record  has  yet  appeared.  And,  in 
order  to  render  more  valuable, — and  more 
especially  useful  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States, — a  work,  expressly  designed  to 
comprise  a  history  of  the  lives  and  transac¬ 
tions  of  such  departed  American  worthies,  as 
are  entitled  to  our  grateful  remembrance, 
the  writer  of  the  “  American  Biography55 
will  use  every  means  in  his  power  to  render 
it  a  comprehensive,  faithful,  and  interesting 
repository  of  information,  relating  to  those 
objects. 

Although  the  author  and  compiler  of  the 
proposed  work  is  already  possessed  of  a 
considerable  body  of  materials  for  the  un¬ 
dertaking,  and  can  have  ready  access  to 
many  more,  he  must  nevertheless  rely  on 
the  aid  of  his  literary  frauds,  and  solicit 
the  assistance  of  other  gentlemen  of  science 
and  information,  for  communications  of  such 
further  supply  of  matter,  as  they  may  be 
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enabled  and  their  politeness  may  induce 
them  to  make,  for  the  purpose.  Any  facts, 
literary  notices  or  anecdotes,  letters,  or 
memoirs  of  other  kinds,  connected  with  the 
history  of  distinguished  men  of  this  country, 
will  be  thankfully  received.  Many  such  are 
in  the  hands  of  private  gentlemen;  and,  to 
those  who  may  be  pleased  to  contribute 
them  for  this  work,  its  author  will  not  fail 
to  make  due  acknowledgements  for  the 
favours  which  will  be  thereby  conferred. 
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CONDITIONS. 

I.  The  “  American  Biography”  will  be 
handsomely  printed  on  a  fine  paper,  oc¬ 
tavo;  each  volume  to  contain  above  600 
pages. 

II.  This  work  will  be  published  in  num¬ 
bers:  each  number,  containing  above  200 
pages,  neatly  sewed  in  paper  covers, 
will  be  issued  every  four  months,  from 
the  publication  of  the  first  number,  and 
be  continued,  until  the  work  shall  be 
completed: — three  numbers  will  consti¬ 
tute  a  volume  annually. — It  is  intended 
to  comprise  the  whole  in  three  volumes; 
to  which  number  only,  the  original  sub¬ 
scriptions  will  have  a  reference:  but, 
should  the  work  be  favourably  received 
by  the  public,  the  editor  will  probably, 
if  be  lives,  further  extend  it  in  a  new 
series. 

III.  The  terms  of  subscription — four  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty  cents  per  volume:  one  third 
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to  be  paid  (by  Subscribers  residing  in 
Pennsylvania ,)  on  the  delivery  of  each 
number. 

IV.  Each  volume  shall  be  embellished  with 
a  finely  executed  engraving,  as  an  appro¬ 
priate  Frontispiece;  and  this  shall  be  de¬ 
livered  with  the  third  number  of  the 
volume. 

V.  Persons  subscribing  for  seven  copies 
will  be  entitled  to  receive  eight,  paying 
for  the  seven.  But  subscriptions  by  per¬ 
sons  not  residing  in  Pennsylvania ,  to  be 
paid  in  advance ,  for  each  number;  except¬ 
ing  those,  who  will  engage  to  pay  for 
seven  copies  (together  with  the  cost  of 
carriage,)  on  the  receipt  of  eight  copies. 

VI.  This  work  will  be  put  to  press,  soon  af¬ 
ter  a  sufficient  number  of  subscriptions 
shall  have  been  obtained.  The  first  num¬ 
ber  will  probably  be  published  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  autumn. 

N.  B.  No  greater  number  of  copies  will 

be  printed,  than  shall  be  subscribed  for. 
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Subscriptions  will  be  received  by  the 
Author:  also  by  such  persons  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States,  furnished  with 
copies  of  this  Prospectus ,  as  may  be  pleased 
to  obtain  thereto  the  names  of  those  who 
shall  be  disposed  to  patronise  a  work,  which, 
it  is  presumed,  will  be  found  to  possess  no 
inconsiderable  share  of  national  importance* 
The  names  of  the  subscribers — together 
with  an  index — will  be  annexed  to  the  work. 


Lancaster ,  (JPenn.)  May  18,  1814. 
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